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secret in the archives; both would have been exceedingly
astonished if they could have foreseen that they were so
soon to be published to the world.25 But while Bismarck's
notes were carefully pondered and usually intended as in-
structions, the Kaiser's marginalia are more often merely
the hasty emotional reaction to the document before him.
In using them it must be remembered that they are often
merely the first impressions of the moment, rather than the
conclusions of mature reflections; that they are often con-
tradictory and exaggerated; and that they frequently had
no influence upon the actual course of events, because they
were commonly made several days late on documents upon
which the Foreign Office had already taken decisions.
Nevertheless they do give some indication of the trend of
his mind and the decisive impression made by the assassi-
nation of his friend.
Before Sarajevo Emperor William had been inclined to
think that Austria was unnecessarily nervous about Serbia,
and ought to try to come to some friendly understanding
with her. In the spring of 1914, when Austria was greatly
alarmed at rumors that Serbia, instigated by Russia, might
attempt some union with Montenegro,26 the Kaiser ap-
peared to be pro-Serbian rather than pro-Austrian, Aus-
tria's efforts during the Balkan Wars to exclude Serbia from
access to the Adriatic he regarded as "nonsense"; her new
effort to prevent Serbia from reaching the Adriatic by
union with Montenegro he pronounced "Unbelievable!
This union is absolutely not to be prevented. And if
Vienna attempts it, she will commit a great stupidity, and
stir up the danger of a war with the Slavs, which would
leave us quite cold."27 He agreed with Tisza, who calmly
accepted the union as imminent, rather than with Berch-
25 In Die Grosse Politik and Kautsky Documents, passim.
26 Cf. G.P, XXXVIII, 325-358; Conrad, III, 661-665.
27 Marginalia on Griesinger's despatch from Belgrade, Mar. 11, 1914 *
P., XXXVIII, 335.   Similarly on a despatch of May 12: "One must